
Candidate Profiles
Landings Association
Board Of Directors
2018-2020

   • Marian Mackle             • Marti (Martha)Welsh
   • Diane Thompson        • LeeAnn Williams
   • Jim Van Epps                 • Craig Zuck





Voting Instructions
   The purpose of this election is to elect new members to The Landings 
Association’s Board of Directors for the 2018-2020 term. It is being 
conducted in accordance with Article 3 of the Bylaws of The Landings 
Association, Inc. 

   The Landings Association’s Nominating Committee has proposed six 
candidates for three vacancies on the board. Each Landings lot, including 
those with two or more owners-of-record, is permitted up to three votes...
one vote for each of three candidates. Lot owners may name and vote for 
write-in candidates. The names of write-in candidates should be printed 
clearly on the ballot or typed into the online ballot. Vote for up to three 
candidates, including any write-in candidates.
   Owners of multiple lots may cast votes equal to the number of lots 
owned. For example, owners of two lots are entitled to a total of six votes. 
However, the number of votes cast for any single candidate cannot exceed 
the number of lots owned. (The number of lots owned is listed on the 
outside of the return envelope.) Please refer to page 8 of this brochure for 
instructions on completing your ballot.

   Each candidate was asked to provide a brief bio as well as responses to 
the questions below:

1.  What issues at The Landings are important to you, and what issues    
      should The Landings Association be addressing.?

2.  What skills and talents developed in your past experiences would 
      positively contribute to the Board’s deliberations?

3.  How have you contributed to the community since moving to The 
      Landings both inside and outside the gates, and what other major 
      community contributions have you made during your life?
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Marian Mackle
   Marian and Tom moved to The Landings in 
2012. Marian had recently retired from her 38- 
year banking career. She graduated from Stetson 
University with concentrations in management 
and finance and immediately began her banking 
career, first as a bank regulator and then as a 
bank executive. As a bank regulator, Marian was 
responsible for the supervision of more than 100 
financial institutions, ensuring their compliance 
with applicable laws and their financial soundness. 
Marian then served as the Chief Audit Executive 
and Chief Risk Officer for several community 
bank holding companies. In this position, it was 
essential for Marian to work collaboratively with 
other executives and the Board of Directors 
to identify and effectively manage risks to the 
company’s overall financial and strategic success.
Important Issues:
   The significant issues facing The Landings today 
revolve around the broad topics of governance/
decision making and infrastructure. TLA has done 
an exceptional job in identifying these issues in its 
strategic planning document.
   TLA has appropriately recognized the impact 
on The Landings resulting from Skidaway Island’s 
potential incorporation. If the decision is made 
to go forward, TLA and other island stakeholders 
must work together to develop and efficiently 
implement a complex project plan. 
   Along with this potential project, TLA will also 
need to take the significant action steps necessary 
to achieve timely its housing-related objectives. 
Given the time consumed by the voting process 
and construction-related activities, near-term 
decisions are necessary regarding new real estate 
development.
   As articulated in TLA’s Strategic Plan, it is vital 
to build meaningful partnerships with other 
stakeholders, e.g., The Landings Club and The 
Landings Company. Working together is essential 
for the long-term success and stability of our 
community.

   A critical part of TLA’s day-to-day mission is the 
maintenance of its fundamental infrastructure. 
We sometimes forget that the elements of our 
infrastructure are as old as the development 
itself. We must ensure that we have appropriately 
analyzed the condition of our infrastructure. 
Water supply and conservation remain key issues 
requiring continued focus.
Skills and Talents:
   Over the next few years, TLA will make 
complicated and difficult decisions. I can 
contribute to these decision-making processes, 
using my abilities to seek innovative solutions and 
work collaboratively to reach effective solutions 
during times of significant change. My financial 
and analytical abilities, gained in the regulatory 
field and the banking industry, and in analyzing 
complex credit transactions, can aid TLA in 
reviewing the financial impact of its decisions. My 
financial experience can be put to good use as TLA 
works to ensure reserves are at optimal levels.
   My recent service on the Finance and Audit 
Committees of The Landings Club would provide 
an added level of insight regarding additional 
ways the companies can work together to achieve 
Landings-wide initiatives.
Community Contributions:
   Since moving to The Landings, I have been actively 
involved in New Neighbors and Landlovers. I 
served as a TLA Block Captain during the last two 
votes.
   In 2013, I was appointed to the Audit and Finance 
Committees of The Landings Club. I currently 
am Chair of the Audit Committee and was 
instrumental in revising the charters of both these 
committees to enhance independence. I served on 
the Finance Committee for three years as a voting 
member and currently serve as an ex-officio non-
voting member. My terms end this year.
   I currently serve as Treasurer and member of the 
Board of Landlovers. I am a mentor in the L.O.V.E. 
program at Gadsden Elementary.
   I believe my experiences will provide benefit to 
TLA’s Board and all residents as we work toward 
the achievement of our community’s strategic 
vision.
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Diane Thompson
   A native of Thomasville, GA, Diane left a long 
and distinguished career in the financial services 
industry and moved from Indiana with her husband 
Jerry. The Landings offered everything on their 
checklist for a retirement home, including deep 
water marinas, golf, natural beauty, close proximity 
to Savannah’s cultural events, and most of all, a 
sense of community.
   A graduate of Florida State University with a B.S. 
degree in Marketing, Diane began her career in 
Atlanta in a bank’s trust department. She moved to 
Merrill Lynch as a Financial Consultant working 
with individual and corporate clients, where she 
earned President’s Club status. In recognition of 
her marketing expertise and analytical skills, she 
was transferred to Merrill’s Business Financial 
Services Division to collaborate with financial 
consultants throughout the Southeast as a specialist 
in retirement planning. Her success was noticed 
by Lincoln Financial Group, and she was recruited 
to manage its regional investment division. She 
then was tapped for a national role at corporate 
headquarters in Fort Wayne, IN, to develop broker-
dealer and financial planning strategic alliances. 
While in Fort Wayne, Diane earned her Certified 
Financial Planner (CFP) designation.
Important Issues:
   Among the things that makes The Landings unique 
are diversity in the ages of our population, the mix 
and price ranges of our real estate, our appreciation 
and protection of the island’s natural beauty and 
resources, and our financial stability. I applaud the 
Board’s efforts to take a diligent approach to the 
issue of incorporation and how any changes will 
affect our financial future.
   To attract new residents, we must identify the 
appropriate housing mix for any new development. 
Aging housing stock continues to challenge our 
community and requires an ongoing focus and 
creative thinking. Our efforts to conserve water and 
prepare for the possibility of even more constraints 
on future usage will remain a Board priority.

   A recent community survey identified Economic 
Development and Environment as top priorities. 
We must stay in touch with residents to ensure 
our work continues to reflect the desires of the 
community.
Skills and Talents:
   My career in financial services gives me the ability 
to view strategic issues in many ways. Numbers 
provide a framework, but success comes only when 
people are heard and teams work collaboratively. 
Managing and communicating priorities has 
helped me in my volunteer leadership positions 
with New Neighbors and Landlovers. We grew 
participation in both groups by acknowledging that 
each organization represents a diverse population 
in terms of age, professional background, and 
interests. The Landings is becoming more diverse 
in these same ways, and maintaining connectivity 
is imperative.
Community Contributions:
   I began serving on the New Neighbors Board as 
Treasurer. Later, I moved to Activities Coordinator 
and was President in 2014. In 2016-17, I served as 
President of Landings Landlovers. It was a year of 
record-breaking event attendance and fundraising 
revenues, which enabled us to provide more grants 
and scholarships.
   In 2014, I joined the Community Sustainability 
Steering Committee, which is focused on achieving 
certification for The Landings as a Sustainable 
Community through Audubon International. I’ve 
had the opportunity to work closely with staff and 
volunteers who are engaged and capable, dive into 
TLA’s Strategic Plan, and incorporate it into the 
long-term sustainability plan.
   I also have volunteered as LWGA’s Golfing for a 
Cure Hole Sponsor Chair, Party With A Purpose 
host, and Savannah Book Festival Author Liaison 
in 2016 and 2017. Jerry and I are members of The 
Landings Club, making full use of the golf courses, 
Fitness Center, clubhouse dining, and the many 
social events sponsored by The Landings Club. We 
also are participants in The Ambassador Program, 
designed to introduce The Landings to prospective 
new residents.
   I love living in The Landings and appreciate the 
contributions of those who lived here before me as 
well as those who currently devote their time and 
talents to improving our community.
   It would be an honor to represent you as a Board 
Director of The Landings Association. If I can be 
of assistance, please email me (jldpthompson@
comcast.net).



JimVan Epps
  Jim and Jane came to The Landings from 
California in 2014, their 30th move.
   Jim earned a BS in Civil Engineering degree from 
the University of Illinois and an MS in Operations 
Research from Kansas State. Serving for 31 years 
as a U.S. Army Engineer Officer, he led U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ water resources programs 
across 17 states of the Midwest, the Upper 
Mississippi, and Ohio River regions, and co-chaired 
three United States-Canada boards that managed 
the waters of the Great Lakes. He served as director 
of engineering, housing, and environmental 
programs for the largest Army installations in 
the United States. Following his military career, 
he was appointed by the governor as the #2 
person in the multi-billion dollar, 18,000-person 
California Department of Transportation. Next, he 
was program director for development of transit 
systems in San Francisco, San Jose, and Honolulu. 
He came to The Landings after serving as program 
director for the $68 billion California High-Speed 
Rail System.
Important Issues:
   While looking for our “forever home,” June and 
I were drawn to The Landings’ beautiful setting, 
to its vibrant lifestyle, and to the variety of homes 
creatively set. Now settled, I perceive that The 
Landings has two overarching concerns which 
must be addressed -- protecting our investments 
in our homes and property, and enhancing our 
quality of life.
   First, The Landings must continue to attract 
new residents and stay ahead of competition in 
the Southeast. Land use planning, infrastructure 
lifecycle management, and water conservation and 
use are essential. It’s not enough to say that The 
Landings already has taken measures in the right 
direction…that we have a Vision and a Strategic 
Plan. We must keep our eye on the future and 
adjust when we see perturbations that concern us. 
Today’s Vision might not be tomorrow’s.

   Another major challenge to our future involves 
making the right decision about incorporation. 
The Board has taken steps to study this issue, 
and committees of our neighbors are doing solid 
work in that regard. But what are the unintended 
consequences of incorporation? We need a “gap 
analysis” to ensure we won’t be blindsided, before 
we make this decision.
   To formulate strategies to address these major 
challenges requires the right Board leadership 
team. Experienced and dedicated leadership, 
clearly understanding the present while keeping 
an eye toward the future, committed to protecting 
our investments and enhancing our quality of life, 
working collaboratively, is vital.
Skills and Talents:
   My professional career was built on strong 
leadership skills, strategic planning, programming 
expertise, and execution of major programs 
for a substantial portion of the nation’s largest 
infrastructure agency, as well as large, multi-
billion dollar infrastructure programs at the state 
and local level, and in the private sector. Each 
of these programs required coordination and 
synchronization with the housing, public works, 
and transportation programs of affected local 
governments. Good interpersonal skills, including 
objectivity, and listening and communicating 
skills, were essential to my success and should 
serve me well as a Director.
Community Contributions:
   I’m proud to have made significant contributions 
to the nation’s infrastructure and fabric of society, 
but often I’d been required to move on to the next 
challenge before I’d wrapped up the current one. 
I want to change that dynamic…to contribute as 
a Board member and to enjoy the rewards of that 
work while living at The Landings. I’ve made a 
start, serving as co-chair of the New Neighbors 
Military Tours, volunteering at the Landlovers 
Flea Market, assisting Security at the Main 
Gate with pass requests, volunteering at Second 
Harvest Food Bank and the Savannah Book 
Festival, hosting our neighborhood “Parties with 
a Purpose,” and serving as a lector at our church. 
The Landings is home, and I look forward to 
serving our community for many more years!
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Marti (Martha) Welsh
   The Landings is a great place to call home! Marti 
and her husband Mike first visited The Landings 
in 2010, looking for a place to retire after almost 
40 years in the Ann Arbor, Michigan area. They 
purchased their home on Delegal Creek in 2011 that 
allows them to enjoy the marina and fabulous views 
on a regular basis.
   Marti earned her BA and MA at the University 
of Michigan. During her career, Marti served as a 
leader in several organizations, as well as founding 
her own company, managing multi-million-
dollar budgets, and serving as a strategic adviser 
on workforce and economic development. This 
included working with four Michigan Governors; 
the U.S. and Canadian governments; companies 
such as GM, Ford, and Texas Instruments; chambers 
of commerce; and major philanthropic foundations.
Important Issues:
   The Landings has so many wonderful assets, but 
staying on top requires constant vigilance about 
quality and sustainability.
   Water is a critical issue...water for drinking and 
maintaining our households as well as addressing 
water levels that are higher at high tides and during 
storms than in the past. The Landings Association’s 
Board and residents should work together to 
develop ways to continue to reduce our water usage 
and address encroaching water.
   Our infrastructure -- technology, roads, bridges, 
and utilities -- is in constant use and must continue 
to be of high quality. Tropical Storm Hermine and 
Hurricane Mathew took a heavy toll on more than 
our trees. It is essential that our infrastructure is 
both well maintained and replaced.
   In 2018, Skidaway Island voters will decide 
whether or not to become a city. Engaging residents 
in a community conversation that addresses the pros 
and cons for making this choice is a priority. Many 
factors will need to be weighed. If residents vote to 
become a city, there will be numerous ramifications. 
Two-way communication with Landings residents 
will be of paramount importance.

Skills and Talents:
   I served as President of our homeowners’ board 
in Michigan during its transition from being 
developer led to resident led. While smaller and 
newer, the development faced similar issues, 
including architectural criteria, roads, security, 
utilities, and weather emergencies (albeit blizzards 
not hurricanes). 
   If the City of Skidaway is approved, there would be 
impacts. The Landings Association would remain 
with its current structure but would have a new 
partner in government. Having worked in and with 
government has provided me with expertise about 
how government works financially and how to 
coordinate effectively with government.
Community Contributions:
   Retirement allows the opportunity to do so many 
things that weren’t possible while working and 
raising a family. Within The Landings, this includes:

• Being active in New Neighbors as co-chair of 
the Book Club and Gourmet groups.

• Being a member of 14 & Friends; co-chairing 
Friends Who Cook. 

• Serving on the Skidaway Island Incorporation 
Task Force - Governance & Administration 
Committee.

• Being a member of Skidaway Farms; 
coordinating taking ~1,000 pounds annually 
of surplus vegetables from the Farm to 
Emmaus House.

• Being a member of CCA of Skidaway.
• Serving as a docent at the Telfair Museums 

and TAG Board member.
• Becoming a Chatham County Master 

Gardener and leading a vegetable garden 
project at the Carmelite Monastery.

  

    Let me highlight two contributions -- one 
volunteer and one professional. While in Michigan, 
I served as President of the board of the Chelsea 
Education/Community Foundation, overseeing 
its growth from minimal assets to more than $1 
million and providing scholarships and grants 
throughout the community.
   During my last 10 years of working, I led 
the design/implementation of the workforce 
development strategy for a $100 million effort by 10 
major philanthropic foundations to assist southeast 
Michigan/Detroit. The work started at the height of 
the recession and stimulated growth that continues 
today.
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LeeAnn Williams
     LeeAnn is an attorney with entrepreneurial 
experience. A Michigan native with degrees from 
Princeton University and Villanova University 
School of Law, she began her legal career in 
Philadelphia as a commercial litigator representing 
banks in commercial foreclosures and workouts. 
She then moved to the transactional side of the 
law and also decided that the Philadelphia winters 
no longer were for her. Her parents had chosen 
The Landings to retire, and in December of 1996, 
LeeAnn made her move, purchasing her first home 
in The Landings. Skidaway Island has been her 
home ever since.
   LeeAnn spent 17+ years as a partner at 
HunterMaclean in downtown Savannah, with a 
national commercial finance practice, and a sub-
specialty in franchise finance. She was counsel 
to national lenders in commercial financing and 
sale leasebacks across the United States. She also 
represented large individual restaurant franchisees 
with regard to financing and franchise issues. 
During her tenure at HunterMaclean, LeeAnn 
served as hiring partner, and was consistently a 
Super Lawyer, included in Best Lawyers in America: 
Real Estate Law, and chosen Savannah Best Lawyers 
Real Estate Law Lawyer of the Year. LeeAnn was a 
member of the Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Georgia, 
and South Carolina state bars.
   After 22 years of practicing law, LeeAnn opened 
the Great Harvest Bread Company in Sandfly. She 
devoted several years to establishing the bakery, 
including developing working partnerships with 
The Landings Club.
   LeeAnn has sold her interest in Great Harvest 
and returned to the practice of law. She remained 
in Sandfly, becoming of counsel to Russ Simpson 
at Simpson Law, PC, and also opening up her own 
transactional practice.
   She is a yoga enthusiast, runner, biker, kayaker, 
walker, and anything else athletic, and is passionate 
about all that The Landings has to offer.
Important Issues:
   Health. Security. Happiness. These are goals that 
we all seek. I believe that The Landings excels in 

these areas, but maintaining them as the world 
around us changes is very challenging.
   The Landings offers many options for those who 
want to be active -- beautiful running and biking 
paths, full-service marinas, stocked lagoons, and 
many activities associated with the water. The 
constant maintenance of these amenities is essential 
for use by the residents and also for liability 
purposes. New trends, becoming more relevant 
and attracting new residents, and our impact on the 
environment must constantly be considered.
   We all have monitored crime in the Savannah area. 
For many of us, security is a reason for choosing 
The Landings.
   In addition to physical safety, we all hope for 
the financial investment in our homes to be 
secure. Aging and/or abandoned homes in the 
neighborhood negatively affects this value. How 
does the potential incorporation affect our home 
values? All are important issues for the Association.
   Continued communication, representation, and 
education by the Association are essential.
Skills and Talents:
   In my practice, I developed skills in analytical 
problem solving, negotiation, mediating adversarial 
situations, and drafting and reviewing complicated 
contractual agreements. My commercial finance 
practice was and continues to be real estate based. 
Real property is a significant portion of the 
collateral. I am knowledgeable about real estate, 
including liens, foreclosures, and deed restrictions. 
My entrepreneurial experience brings a different 
skill set, involving a more practical view of 
operations and in creating community partnerships. 
With extensive and varied board experience, I am 
comfortable and confident in a board setting. I 
bring the knowledge and experience of having lived 
in The Landings for 20 years.
Community Contributions:
   On Skidaway Island, I have been involved in my 
church, serving as lay minister. I have served on the 
boards of The Marshes and The Skidaway Institute, 
and am currently on the board of the Landings 
Military Family Relief Fund.
   In the greater Savannah community, I have served 
on the boards of the Humane Society, the Historic 
Savannah Foundation, and Union Mission. While 
at HunterMaclean, I co-founded and co-chaired the 
pro-bono program, working closely with Georgia 
legal services and other downtown charitable 
organizations.
   Beyond Savannah, I was a regent for the American 
College of Mortgage Attorneys, a national 
organization for real estate attorneys. I was a 
member of the Advisory Council for Great Harvest 
Bread Company, a national franchisor.



Craig Zuck
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   Craig is a Professional Civil Engineer licensed 
in Georgia and South Carolina. He started his 
career at Thomas & Hutton in 1998 where he is 
still employed. Craig is part of the team chosen 
by the Savannah-Chatham County Public School 
System to provide Program Management services 
for the $330 million ESPLOST program. The 
program consists of the construction of six new 
or replacement schools, as well as 15 addition/
renovation projects scheduled to be constructed 
from January 2018 to December 2022. Craig 
received his Bachelor of Engineering Science 
degree from the University of Western Ontario.
   Craig, his wife Caroline, and their three boys 
Nicholas (11), Tristan (7), and Cooper (2) have 
loved being residents of The Landings since they 
built a home in 2015. All of them have enjoyed 
the large backyard for outdoor activities, beautiful 
trails, and a wide selection of family-oriented 
amenities and activities, all in a safe and secure 
environment.
Important Issues:
   I am committed to increasing home values for all 
residents and furthering The Landings’ reputation 
as one of the premier gated communities in the 
Southeastern United States.
   As a father of three young boys, I hope to provide 
a family-oriented perspective to the Board. I’d like 
to balance the needs of our younger families with 
those of our older residents, with infrastructure 
and amenity improvements that are beneficial to 
all. Many have expressed safety concerns with the 
shared use of trails by pedestrians and golf carts. 
Where space allows, I’d like to explore a separate, 
pedestrian only, rubberized trail system similar to 
the surface at Lake Mayer Park.
   The playground equipment at The Landings 
Association’s athletic fields is in reasonably good 
condition. However, it is not ADA accessible and 
showing some age. Any replacement playground 
equipment should have portions that are ADA 
accessible, similar to the new playground facility 
recently constructed in Forsyth Park.

   Last year’s tropical storm and hurricane likely 
have taxed financial reserves. Therefore, funding 
for such projects may be a challenge. However, 
one of our community’s greatest strengths is 
the philanthropical work provided by Landings 
residents and charitable contributions from 
dozens of Landings clubs. I’d like to start the 
conversation.
Skills and Talents:
   It is an exciting time for our community. 
Landings residents are in the process of deciding 
on incorporation. With the many challenges 
ahead, my experience with land planning and 
municipal infrastructure design should serve 
our community well. As a Civil Engineer, I have 
nearly 20 years of experience in water, waste 
water, and storm water infrastructure systems, 
along with road design. As the lead designer for 
the Ellis Montessori Playground Replacement, I 
have experience and knowledge with playground 
design.
Community Contributions:
   I recently served as Secretary for the Skidaway 
Island Incorporation Study: Public Works 
and Engineering Task Force Committee. The 
Committee was tasked with identifying services 
provided by Chatham County, and to evaluate the 
cost for a potential Skidaway Island Municipality 
to provide those same Chatham County Services.
   I participated in Engineers Week (E-Week) to 
promote Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics (STEM) in local schools. I also am a 
Project Beacon volunteer offering math tutoring, 
assisted reading, and mentoring to public school 
students.
   I’ve chaired a committee to improve City of 
Savannah permitting procedures, which would 
allow for improved developments in Chatham 
County.
   As a proud member of Rotary, our club has 
participated in various charitable events in the 
area.



Completing Your Ballot

Please utilize the secure, online voting process at Votenet.com. 
See the enclosed letter for detailed instructions, 

as well as your username and password. 

-OR-
1. Mark the ballot, place it in the envelope labeled BALLOT, and seal the envelope. 
(Note: Six different ballot versions have been produced, with a rotating order for the 
candidates.)

2. Put the ballot envelope in the envelope addressed to TLA Board Election c/o TLA 
Corporate Secretary, seal it, and sign it in the space provided on the front. (Note: If 
the property is jointly owned, only one owner-of-record must sign.)

3. Deposit the envelope in the Association dropbox (located at the circular driveway 
at the Association - 600 Landings Way South); or hand deliver the envelope to the 
Association reception desk during normal office hours; or place a stamp on the outer 
envelope and mail to the Association. 

Your vote must be received by Votenet.com
or by The Landings Association no later than 

October 26, 2017, at 4 p.m.

Note: If you need help voting online or if you did not receive a ballot with this 
voter packet, please call 912-598-2520, weekdays from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
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